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We analyze the urbanization process over time in a land-locked sub-Saharan African country -- Mali -- using 
census microdata  on the population distribution over a 30-year time span. More specifically, we estimate the 
role of changes in local access to markets on the dynamics of local population growth and employment 
throughout the system of urban and rural localities. First, we find that local access to markets does indeed 
have a significant positive impact on local population growth. Second, isolating the contributions of population 
changes and transport network improvements to changes in market accessibility, we also investigate how 
these two dimensions affect the urbanization process. We find that most of the relationship is due to the 
effect of improved transport network on the development of small rural localities. We also find that changes 
in market access have a positive impact on sectoral employment, especially for services. 




