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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Press Conference 

 
Saturday July 11 2009 at 17:00 

International Conference Centre Geneva, 17 rue de Varembé, Geneva. 
 
 

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda: Time for assessment 
 

From Thursday 9 July to Saturday 11 July, Geneva will welcome the International 
Symposium entitled "International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda: Model or Counter 
Model for International Criminal Justice? The Perspective of the Stakeholders». The 
conference will gather together over 50 practitioners who have all participated or collaborated 
with the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. Over the course of three days of 
discussions the participants will take stock of the fifteen years of operation of the jurisdiction 
established  by the UN Security Council to prosecute those responsible for crimes committed 
in Rwanda during 1994. 
 

In 15 years, the International Tribunal, which sits in Arusha, Tanzania, has indicted 90 
persons alleged to be responsible for the Rwandan genocide. Those who have contributed to 
justice throughout this period will come together to make their own assessment of the first 
international criminal tribunal established in Africa. To ensure diversity and to recreate the 
equilibrium of the courtroom, judges, defence lawyers, prosecution counsels, Registry legal 
officers, witnesses, experts, victims, investigators and  interpreters will be convened in a 
symposium in Geneva. Working groups will be held in closed sessions. 
 

After three days of discussion and debate, a press conference will be held at 5 pm on 
Saturday,11 July 2009, at the International Conference Centre of Geneva, 17 rue de 
Varembé, involving the Organizing Committee and the various practitioners represented  at 
the conference.  
 (Please kindly note that prior registration is necessary and that invitations are personal. 
Please confirm your participation by Friday at the following address:   
arusha-2009@hotmail.com ). 
  

The conference is organized by the The Geneva Academy of International 
Humanitarian Law and Human Rights (ADH), The Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies (IHEID) and by The Institute of Economic and Social Development 
Studies (IEDES), Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne University. It is supported by The Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland (FDFA) and by The International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). 
 

A hundred pages brochure, issued by the organizers, presenting the work of the 
Tribunal will be given at the entrance.  
 
Press Contact: For interview requests with one of the participants (depending on their 
availability) please contact as soon as possible Sylvie Capitant:  + 41 (0) 76 768 92 35 or 
s.capitant@rocketmail.com  
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BACKGROUNG AND GOALS OF THE CONFERENCE 

 
 

 
Although the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda has 
embarked upon the final phase of its “Completion Strategy”, 
the conference in Geneva can almost be viewed as the last step, 
or the beginning of another one, long in coming: self 
evaluation. We can be assured of one thing: critical assessment 
will on the agenda of many another conferences and is likely to 
generate a variety of readings and controversies.  

 
In this process of review, it is important that those who have lived through this experience from day-
to-day enter this debate with respect for the plurality of views.  Those who were the practitioners are 
today the legatees.  It is also up to them to define their legacy, not only as representatives of their 
institutions or their respective professions, but also as individuals having each lived, experienced, 
analyzed, criticized or appreciated a phase of this complex process. 
 
At the helm of this cycle, the conference in Geneva has proposed careful choices and outlined distinct 
priorities.  
 
First among them is to consider that it belongs to the participants and stakeholders that have given life 
to this institution and have pursued its mandate to inaugurate this phase of reflection. Indeed, the 
ICTR is above all the incarnation of shared experiences and commitments from some two to three 
thousand actors: witnesses and victims, accused persons, lawyers, investigators, prosecution, registry, 
judges, court assistants, and human rights defenders who came together to advance the rule of law in a 
judicial context independent of their choosing and, perchance, at variance with their expectations, 
often with limited means and in an environment that was not always the most supportive. The 
opportunity for each one to take the floor and express themselves freely, and without the self-restraint 
that their former official duties may have imposed, presents unparalleled opportunities for insight and 
reflection for all. 
 
It bears noting that the academic context, and even the very site that was selected, were not gratuitous 
choices. This initiative was self-consciously symbolic. As an international institution called upon to 
render justice, to “speak the truth – veritatem dicere”, the Academy is held to a high standard in 
matters of truth, open debate and intellectual rigor, and independence from political manipulation.  
 
And then Geneva itself is a preeminent site for international coordination, and it was important to 
demonstrate that the Tribunal’s struggle against impunity in the region of the African Great Lakes is 
fully engaged in constructing a new world order of values. Switzerland, and more precisely, the 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, supported this project from its very conception and accepted to 
finance it so that material constraints would not encumber its organization or its vision.   
 
Finally, of course, without sustained support from the three organs of the ICTR, the Presidency, the 
Registry and the Prosecution, this conference in Geneva could never have taken form. To have 
accepted such an exercise of self-evaluation in collaboration with academics with longstanding 
commitments to this region demonstrates a laudable respect for critical dialog and transparency.  
 
A candid assessment of the accomplishments, the strengths and weaknesses of the institution ant its 
legacy to International Justice will surely be its most lasting contribution, and most likely the most 
awaited.  

 
“The justice separates the 
innocent of the murderer, the 
murderer of its crime and the 
victim of its suffering” (Pierre 
Legendre). 
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THE ORGANIZERS 

 
 
 
Académie de droit international humanitaire et des droits humains à Genève (ADH) 
The Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights (ADH) 
Boulevard du Pont d’Arve, 40 - CH - 1211 Genève 4, Suisse 
+41 22 379 85 79 info@adh-geneve.ch 
http://www.adh-geneve.ch 
 
The Graduate Institute 
Institut de hautes études internationales et du développement (IHEID) 
The Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (IHEID) 
Case postale 136, 1211 Genève 21, Suisse 
+ 41 22 908 57 00 webmaster@graduateinstitute.ch 
http://www.graduateinstitute.ch 
 
Institut d’Etude du Développement Economique et Social (IEDES) 
Université de Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne 
Institute of Economic and Social Development Studies (IEDES) 
University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne 
UMR 201- Développement & Sociétés / Development & Societies 
45 bis, avenue de la Belle Gabrielle 
94 736 Nogent-sur-Marne Cedex, France 
+33 1 43 94 72 15 iedes@univ-paris1.fr 
http://recherche-iedes.univ-paris1.fr/ 
 
 
SUPPORTED BY:  
 
 
Département fédéral des Affaires étrangères suisse (DFAE) 
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland (FDFA) 
Palais fédéral Ouest 
CH - 30003 Berne, Suisse 
+41 31 322 21 11 info@eda.admin.ch 
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda 
 
Tribunal pénal international pour le Rwanda 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
Arusha International Conference Centre 
P.O. Box 6016 Arusha, Tanzania 
+255 27 250 27 42 07 ictr-press@un.org 
http://www.ictr.org 
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THE ICTR AND INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 

 
 
Building upon the precedent of the Nuremberg Tribunal that the Allied Powers set up in 1945 to 
prosecute Nazi war criminals, the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) is a counter 
model in the landscape of International Criminal Justice. Virtually a “pioneer tribunal” in Africa, the 
ICTR was set up by the United Nations as that very organization sought to confront its own failure to 
maintain peace and prevent genocide, and despite formal opposition from Rwandan authorities to the 
resolution – as drafted by the Security Council – that oversaw its creation. Despite certain reservations 
its work has generated, the ICTR has made an undeniable contribution to international justice, whose 
foundations were laid at Nuremberg, by consolidating International Humanitarian Law. 
 
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda will prove to be one of the most important steps in 
the history of international criminal justice, and the first of its kind in Africa. Its scope, achievements, 
experience and record must be appreciated in the context of an emergent tradition of international 
justice. International justice is henceforth inscribed in the broader framework of conflict resolution 
and is viewed by the United Nations as one of the key building blocks for ensuring international 
stability and security. It is listed among the Millennium Development Goals established by the 
Secretary General.  
 
With the inauguration of the International Criminal Court, international justice has become a veritable 
global judicial system, composed of a proliferation of initiatives of varying impact, including the 
establishment of hybrid courts, trials of international crimes conducted before national courts, the 
establishment of Truth Commissions, or the creation of commissions of inquiry, which have become 
more numerous and institutionalized over the last few years. These heterogeneous and complementary 
experiences, have fostered mutual enrichment among these various jurisdictions, and will continue to 
do so in the future, unhindered by the usual North/South cleavages.  
 
The ICTR has delivered the first conviction for genocide in the history of international justice, 
applying the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide for the first time. By its 
decisions, the ICTR has greatly enriched the jurisprudence of International Humanitarian Law. It has 
clarified and extended the jurisprudence initially developed by the Nuremberg Tribunal concerning the 
use of propaganda as a weapon of war. It was the first tribunal to record the confessions of a former 
head of government. It can safely be said that the pioneering role of the ICTR has profoundly 
influenced the very substance of International Criminal Law.  
 
The judgements rendered by the Arusha Tribunal, the thousands of testimonies heard in the court, the 
hundreds of documents collected, constitute the historical legacy of the ICTR. Anxious to distance 
themselves from historical contingency, the judges generally invoke “Judicial Truth”. Justice only 
writes a part of History, which must be expounded and analyzed by a scientific assessment. After 15 
years of extensive investigations, the ICTR now has a very rich database of information. In the same 
manner, the voluminous trial transcripts provide a broad basis for discovery and analysis of the 1994 
war and genocide. 
 
Ideally, international justice seeks to establish a right to justice, to offer reparations to victims and to 
guarantee the non-repetition of the crimes that fall within its mandate; in other words, to discourage 
candidates to prosecution. If this moral dimension of international justice is sought for its potential to 
confer legitimacy on the political aspirations of the powerful, it is nonetheless undeniable that 
establishing international criminal jurisdictions demonstrates a willingness to guide international 
relations with morality. But evoking moral arguments may also tend toward Manichaeism and 
oversimplification, when it contributes to a description of opposed sides serving binary, “good versus 
bad” causes. To what extent has the ICTR managed to stand clear of this Manichaeism? Has it been 
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able to reflect the complexity of the situation in Rwanda and carry out a critical examination of the 
arguments of the protagonists, or in other words, has it distanced itself from the traditional victor’s 
justice approach? 
 
Even when it is proclaimed independent, international justice remains an instrument of the States who 
finance it, implement its arrest warrants or not and respond with a varying degree of good faith to 
requests for assistance and cooperation from its Prosecutors. To conduct its investigations, have access 
to and protect its witnesses, arrest its suspects and enforce its penalties, international justice, who does 
not have his own police force, depends on State cooperation. Notwithstanding, the political situation 
can also be influenced by the demands of the public opinion and outcry from human rights 
organizations and victims that call for an end to impunity and condemnation of the worst crimes. In 
this regard, geopolitics may complement or reinforce the moralizing dimension of international 
relations. 
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THE ICTR IN FIGURES 
Information is current as of 1st may 2009 
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* Entre la date de jugement et la date du premier jugement 
* Between arrest and judgement by Trial Chambers 
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USEFUL INFORMATION 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Press Conference 
SATURDAY JULY 11, 5pm.  
 
International Conference Centre of Geneva  
17 rue de Varembé  
CP-13-CH 1211 Genève 20 / Switzerland 
Tram 13 or 15, Place des Nations stop 
 
Registration requested (by Friday) 
aruhsa-2009@hotmail.com  
+ 41 (0) 76 768 92 35 
 

Press contact  
For interview requests with one of the 
participants (depending on their availability)  
 
Contact : Sylvie Capitant 
 
s.capitant@rocketmail.com 
+ 41 (0)76 768 92 35  
 


